
David Garrick Papers, Hereford Museum 

 

Accession number:  1992-24/1 

Description: Quarto cloth-bound copy of The Rehearsal, as it is now Acted at the 

Theatre-Royal. Fifth edition with amendments and large additions by the 

Author. London, printed for Thomas Dring and sold by John Newton, 

under the King’s Head Tavern over against the Inner-Temple Gate in Fleet-

Street. 1687. Fragile. 

 This would appear to be Garrick’s own working copy, the part of Bayes 

being marked with †. Some speeches are crossed out and other new 

material added. 

 

Transcript:   N/A 

Notes: Aileen Osborn, ‘The Literary  Material in the Hereford Garrick Papers’, M. Phil 

thesis, University of Birmingham, 1999, 5-32. 

 See D.E. Games 1976 edition of The Rehearsal by George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham. 
First written in 1663-5. First staged 1671. The part of Bayes was a parody of Dryden, 
who was poet Laureate by 1671. 

 
pp. 7-8 Garrick played Bayes 45 times between 1739 and 1747, and continued to play it 

periodically until 1772.in all he played the part 96 times and it was almost as popular as his 

Richard III.  In 1778 The Rehearsal was reduced to an afterpiece of three acts and suffered a 

marked decrease in popularity. Garrick owned five copies; two seem to have been acting copies 

(the other one is at the Folger). The other three were in his collection of old plays given as a 

founding bequest to the British Library in 1780. 

pp16-26 ‘The Hereford copy of the Rehearsal and the Folger copy are very similar. The 

Hereford one cuts some 400 lines, the Folger 300, both contain some annotations. Those in the 

Hereford copy are in two different hands, one of them Garrick’s, and are quite extensive 

whereas those in the Folger copy are in Garrick’s and only and are minimal’. There then follows 

a details analysis of the cuts and annotations. 

 

 

 


